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The developers of a columbarium on
a historically important island are
prepared to fight through the courts
to stop lands officials repossessing
the site for a breach of land leases.

Splendid Resources and Sky 
Pacific were told to rectify breaches of
their lease on the site at Po Toi Island
by the end of last month, but filed a
request with the Court of First
Instance last week to clarify details of
the breaches.

The developers deny breaching
their lease.

They dispute whether the 2,000
niches for urns that have been devel-
oped, out of 4,400 planned for the 2.2
hectare site, constitute structures.

They also question whether a prohi-
bition on the storage of human
remains applies to ashes.

A spokesman for the developers
said they were considering seeking
an injunction as a last resort to stop
lands officials seizing the site, even
after the Department of Justice
informed them yesterday that it was
unlikely that repossession would go
ahead before the court had consid-
ered a request for clarification.

But the spokesman accused the
government of maladministration in
its handling of the case. 

He said lands officials he had dealt
with, on behalf of the developers, had
been reluctant to discuss details of
the breaches, instead ordering that
the developers cease work or face
repossession.

“It is unfair to handle a large-scale

project, having an area of 2.2 hect-
ares, like this,” he said.

He said the investors had spent
HK$2 million on studies, which con-
cluded that planning approval was
not needed and that use of the site as
acolumbarium would not breach the
land lease. Traffic and environmental
impact studies were also carried out.

The spokesman said the inves-
tors, who bought the land at auction,
had decided to turn the land into a
columbarium after the government
published a consultation paper on
regulating private columbarium
facilities in July 2010. 

The group believed the paper
gave the green light to such develop-
ments. 

Work then began and memorial
stones were installed last December. 

A Lands Department spokesman
said it would not comment on the
case due to legal proceedings. 

The department previously
seized a private site in Ma Shi Chau,
Tai Po, where similar underground
niches were developed, for breaching
land leases. It also repossessed a
memorial development in Tei Tong
Tsai, Lantau Island, on the same
grounds in 2009.

Last month it placed eight private
columbariums on a list of such facili-
ties being used illegally, taking the
total number to 74.

In February the government
gazetted a development permission
area plan for Po Toi, off the south-
eastern tip of Hong Kong Island, and
four uninhabited islands nearby.
Under the order, any development
must be approved by the Town Plan-
ning Board.

Po Toi, home to fewer than 100
people, is considered to have scientif-
ic and conservation value, especially
after the discovery of rock carvings in
1979 said to date back 3,500 years.
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Developers deny breaching land use and say they
are considering seeking an injunction as a last
resort to stop officials repossessing the site

Developers have built 2,000 niches for urns at a memorial garden on remote
Po Toi Island. A total of 4,400 are planned for the site. Photo: SCMP Pictures

A former policeman turned cab driv-
er was sentenced to life in prison yes-
terday for murdering a 25-year-old
woman he had been “obsessed”
with. 

Wan Kim-chung, 45, showed no
emotion when, after two hours of de-
liberation, a jury of seven unani-
mously found him guilty of killing
Jennifer Yu Wai-yuk in October 2010.

Wan, an ex-police constable who
was working as a taxi driver at the
time of his arrest, had told police that
he and Yu were lovers, and that he
had strangled her after she tried to
break off the relationship when her
German boyfriend returned. 

“Only you know what happened
between [the] 26th and 27th [of] Oc-
tober 2010,” said Mr Justice Andrew

Macrae, of the Court of First Instance,
when he imposed the mandatory life
sentence on Wan. 

“But it was clear from the jury’s
verdict that they rejected any sugges-
tion from you that you were pro-
voked to kill Yu.” 

The judge said it seemed Wan was
obsessed rather than in love with Yu,
18 years Wan’s junior. 

In a police interview played to the
jury, Wan said Yu announced in his
taxi that she would end their relation-
ship, provoking him to strangle her.
Wan also claimed that Yu repeatedly
asked him for money. 

Wan claimed he did not know that
she was still alive when he tossed her
half-naked body into the sea. The au-
topsy report concluded that Yu died
by drowning. 

Wan had earlier been convicted of
indecent assault in March 1996 –
shortly after his stint as constable

from 1988 to 1995 – and was sen-
tenced to 10 months in jail, the court
heard after the verdict was delivered.

Wan’s counsel said his client had
been a hard-working taxi driver since
1995, though the lawyer acknowl-
edged that no mitigation could pre-
vent the mandatory jail sentence.

The counsel also cited evidence
that Wan loaned HK$10,000 to Yu
and even paid part of her credit card
bill. Wan was clearly very much in
love with Yu, and she encouraged
him to meet her regularly, the coun-
sel said.

Wan admitted most of the facts of
the case and had offered to plead
guilty to a lesser offence of man-
slaughter.

Outside the court, Senior Inspec-
tor Paul Wong Tak-choi, who was in
charge of the case, said the verdict
was the best of the possible out-
comes. He said Wan had been telling
a one-sided story about his relation-
ship with the victim, which was un-
fair to Yu’s family because the 
deceased could not refute it. 
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Ex-policeman gets life in
jail for murdering ‘lover’
Obsessed taxi driver strangled 25-year-old woman,
then dumped her in sea, where she drowned 
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The Intimacy of Creativity – World 
Premiere Concert 1
City Hall Theatre
May 1

The abstrusely titled show is about
people making beautiful music
together in a strictly non-metaphori-
cal sense. 

Six aspiring composers arrived in
Hong Kong 10 days ago with new
works, which is where the creative
process usually stops and the search
for a chance to perform begins. 

Veteran composer Bright Sheng,
the symposium’s artistic director,
thinks differently: the instrumental-
ists with the responsibility for turning
the dots into sounds should have an
input. Here, they included members
of Camerata Pacifica, an ensemble of
American musicians, local cellist
Trey Lee and mainland-born pianist
Zhang Haochen. 

Tuesday’s concert was the first of
two world premiere concerts show-
casing the results of that buffing up.
Control Room by Matt Van Brink was

a safe choice to open the show. 
Written for flute, cello and piano, its
neat ideas and structure were easily
assimilated: fragmentary statements,
long lyrical lines, reflective interludes
and passionate outbursts had their
exchanges without outstaying their
welcome.

Fellow American Matthew Tom-
masini’s mountains...seas...building-
s...trees... for cello and marimba en-
joyed a similar clarity of material and
architectural simplicity in its evoca-
tion of Hong Kong’s landscape. The
image I got was that of a kite (cello)

circling above city life (marimba) 
before dipping, soaring and fading
away. 

Briton Emma-Ruth Richards pre-
sented her Piano Trio No 1 for violin,
cello and piano. The insistent middle
movement achieved a convincing
climax; the outer two barely escaped
the gravity of rhythmic blandness.

A new work by established Amer-
ican composer Joan Tower took us to
the interval: Catching the Wave for pi-
ano and cello, however, made only
episodic ripples.

The second half comprised Beet-
hoven’s ebullient Piano Trio No 4
(1797), Bright Sheng’s dynamic A
Night at the Chinese Opera for violin
and piano (2006), and Canto-pop
singer-songwriter Jonathan Wong’s
arrangement of his own Contented
(2010), the latter serving as ear candy
and a reminder of what high school
students now routinely produce for
the local diploma exam in music,
while enjoying considerably less
limelight for their arranging talents.
Sam Olluver
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Diverse, if disjointed, creative sounds 

Artistic directors Adrian Spence and
Bright Sheng. Photo: K. Y. Cheng


